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ENGLISH (Second Language)
NEW SYLLABUS
(BASED ONLY ON CLASS X SYLLABUS)
Time — 3 Hours 15 Minutes
(First 15 minutes for reading the question paper only,
3 hours for writing)
Full Marks : 90

1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:

As he entered the school gate, an idea occurred to him. He would deliver the letter to the headmaster
at the end of the day. There was a chance Samuel might do something during the course of the day to justify
the letter. Swami stood at the entrance to his class. Samuel was teaching arithmetic. He looked at Swami.
Swami hoped Samuel would scold him severely.

“You are half an hour late” Samuel said.

“I have a headache, sir,” Swami said.

“Then why did you come at all?”

This was an unexpected question from Samuel.

Swami said, “My father said I shouldn’t miss school, sir.”

Samuel looked impressed. “Your father is quite right. We want more parents like him.”

“Oh, you poor man!” Swami thought, “You don’t know what my father has done to you.” “All right, go to
your seat.”

Swami sat down, feeling sad. He had never met anyone as good as Samuel.

The teacher was inspecting the home lessons. To Swami’s thinking, this was the time when Samuel got most
angry. But today Samuel appeared very gentle.

“Swaminathan, where is your homework?”

“I have not done my homework, sir,” Swami said.

“Why— headache?” asked Samuel.

“Yes, sir.”

“All right, sit down,” Samuel said.

When the bell rang for the last period at 4.30, Swami picked up his books and ran to the headmaster’s room.
He found the room locked. The peon told him the headmaster had gone on a week’s leave. Swaminathan ran
away from the place.

As soon as he entered home with the letter,” Father said, “I knew you wouldn’t deliver it.” “But the
headmaster is on leave,” Swami said.

Father snatched the letter away from Swami and tore it up.

“Don’t ever come to me for help if Samuel scolds you again. You deserve your Samuel,” he said.

A. Write the correct alternative in the given spaces to complete the following sentences: 1x5=5§
(a) The idea of delivering the letter occurred to Swami when

(1) he stood at the entrance (ii) Samuel was teaching arithmetic
(ii1) he crossed the school gate (iv) he was on his way to school

Ans :

(b) Samuel was teaching—
(i) History (i1) Geography
(i11) English (iv) Mathematics
Ans:

(c) Swami informed Samuel that he attended the class at the insistence of his—
(1) mother (ii) fathe
(ii1) headmaster (iv) class teacher

Ans :

(d) The bell for the last period went at—

(1) 4:30 a.m. (11) 4:00 p.m.
(111) 4:30 p.m. (1v) 5:00 p.m.
Ans :
(e) The person who went on leave was—
(1) the headmaster (11) Samuel
{111) the peon (1v) Swami’s father
Ans :
B. Complete the following sentences with information from the text: 1x3=3

(i) Swami decided, to deliver the letter at

(11) Swami was late by

(iii) Swami ran to the headmaster’s room Lo

C. Answer the following questions: 2x2=4
(i) What did Swami hope, when he stood at the entrance to his class?

Ans ;

(11) What did Swami’s father do with the letter at last?
Ans :

2. Read the poem and answer the questions that follow:
“Whenever you see an oak-tree felled, swear now you will plant two.
Unless yvou swear the black oak bark will wrinkle over you
And root you among the oaks where you were born but never grew.’
This was my dream beneath the boughs, the dream that altered me.

When | came out of the oakwood, back to human company,
My walk was the walk of a human child, but my heart was a tree.
A, Write the correct alternative to complete the following sentences: 1x4=4

(a) The child was threatened to be—
(1) sworn (11) rooted (111) barked (iv) felled
Ans

(b) The colour of the oak bark is—
(i) black (ii) brown (iii) grey (iv) white
Ans :

(c) The child was altered by the—
(1) tribe (i) old woman (iii) dream (iv) oak-trees

Ans :

(d) The child was asked to plant two trees against the felling of-
(1) one (11) two (1) three {1v) four

Ans :

B. State whether the following statements are “True’ or ‘False’. Write “T” for True and *F’ for False in
the boxes on the right-hand side. Provide sentences/phrases/words in support of your answer; 2x2=4

(1) The child had his dream in human company. I:l

Supporting statement:

(ii) The child’s heart was sympathetic to trees. |:|

Supporting statement:

READING COMPREHENSION (UNSEEN)
3. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Mr. Bean is a fictional character from the British comedy television programme, Mr. Bean. Rowan
Atkinson created and portrayed him and made his first appearance on television in the pilot episode which
first appeared on 1 January, 1990, Mr. Bean lives in flat 2, 12 Arbour Road, Highbury, London, England.
His first name, which he refers to as Bean and his profession, if any, are never mentioned. In the first film
adaptation, Bean, “Mr.”" appears on his passport in the first name field, and he is shown employed as a guard
at London’s National Gallery.

Mr. Bean wears a brown tweed jacket, a white shirt, a thin red tie, brown trousers, black shoes and a
digital calculator watch. He occasionally changes his outfit to suit the scene he is in. Mr. Bean is childish
and selfish. extremely competitive and brings various unusual schemes and contrivances to everyday tasks.
He rarely speaks, and when he does, it is generally only a few mumbled words that are in a comically low-
pitched voice.

Mr. Bean often seems unaware of basic aspects of the way the world works, and the programme
usually features his attempts at what would normally be considered simple activities, such as going
swimming, using a television set, redecorating or going to church. The humour largely comes from his
original and often absurd solutions to problems — usually self-inflicted — and his total disregard for others
when solving them.,

The British actor and comedian Rowan Atkinson delighted television and film audiences with his
comic creation ‘Mr. Bean’. He cited the earlier comedy character Monsieur Hulot, created by French
comedian and director Jacques Tati, as an influence on the character. Atkinson also cited the influence of
Peter Sellers, who had previously played similar “fumbling fool™ characters, notably Hrundi Bakshi in The
Party (1968) and Inspector Clouseau in The Pink Panther films.

A, Tick the right answer: 1x6=6
(1) Mr. Bean first appeared—

(a) on television Ol (b) in a movie |:|

(c) in comics O (d) on stage O
(ii) The first name embedded in Mr. Bean’s passport as—

(a) Mr. 1 (b) Bean ]

(c) Mr. Bean 1 (d) Rowan [
(iii) Mr. Bean by profession is a/an—

(a) actor O (b) director O

(c) guard ] (d) comedian ]
(iv) The character of Monsieur Hulot is created by—

(a) Rowan Atkinson | (b) Jacques Tati |

(c) Hrundi Bakshi | (d) Inspector Clouseau O]
(v) The roles of Inspector Clouseau and Hrundi Bakshi were played by—

(a) Monsieur Hulot ] (b) Peter Sellers N

{(c) Jacques Tati ] (d) Rowan Atkinson ]
(vi) Inspector Clouseau is a character of—

(a) Mr. Bean movies ] (b) The Party |

(c) The Pink Panther films [] (d) television programme  []

B. Each of the following statements is either ‘True’ or *False’. Write *T* for ‘“True’ and ‘F’ for ‘False’
in the boxes on the right-hand side. Also pick out suitable line(s) or phrase from the passage in
support of your answers: (1+1) x3=6

(i) Mr. Bean is a non-fictional character from the British society.

Supporting statement:

(i1) Mr. Bean fully understands the worldly way of solutions to problems. I:|

Supporting statement:

(iii) Rowan Atkinson entertained the audience with his creation Mr. Bean. I:I

Supporting statement:

C. Answer the following questions: 2x4=8
(1) Where and when did Rowan Atkinson make his first appearance as Mr. Bean?

Ans.

(11) What does Mr. Bean wear?

Ans.

(111) How does Mr. Bean appear as a person?

Ans.
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(iv) Where does the humour of Mr. Bean largely come from?
Ans.

Section - B
GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

4, Write the correct alternative to fill in the blanks: 1x3=3

A farmer (accompanying/accompanies/accompanied) by his

young son (driving/was driving/was being driven) his ass

to the market in the hope of (sell/selling/sale) the ass for a good price.

5. Do as directed:
A. Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles and prepositions:
Mr. Basu could not yell the little boy

1x3=3
stealing

some mangoes because he is very gentle and forgiving person.

B. 1x3=3
(1) I was looking for a stag. (Change the voice)

Ans.

(i1) “I have not done my homework, sir”, said Swami. (Change the mode of narration)

Ans.

iii) My elbow went clear through the kite, making a big hole. (Turn into a compound sentence)

Ans.

C. Choose the correct phrasal verbs from the list given below to replace the words underlined. Write
the correct phrasal verbs in the boxes on the right-hand side changing the form, where necessary.
There is one extra phrasal verb in the list. 1x3=3

(i) They could not appear on time due to harsh weather.

(i) Have you read any book of the Harry Potter series?

(iii) Did you reject the proposal?

|give up, turn down, turn up, go through]

6. Given below are the meanings of four words which you will find in Question No. 3. Find out the
words and write them in the appropriate boxes on the right-hand side. 2x4=8

(i) imaginary

(ii) numerical

(iii) seldom

(iv) entertained

WRITING
7. Suppose you are the secretary of the Students’ Club of your school. Write a notice for the students
within 100 words informing them to attend a seminar on ‘Conservation of Water’. You must inform
them of the following points: 10
[date, time and place of the seminar — chief guest and other experts — the programme in brief — compulsory
attendance of the students]

pl CP“I LS A
boiling water — pouring into teapot — adding tea leaves — leaving for 3-4 minutes — pouring liquor into cups —
adding sugar and milk — stirring well — serving hot with snacks

Date: 23™ June 2020, Time: 5 p.m. Place: Shaktigarh, Bardhaman

Incident: an auto knocked down by a train

Cause: level crossing not closed, auto tried to cross

Casualties: auto driver and a passenger died on the spot; two others seriously injured
Rescue work: local people sent the injured to hospital

Aftereffect: rail police arrested the gateman, people showed agitation
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